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WARS AND RUMORS OF

—

WAR

The papers yesterday were filled |
u'lth \(‘II.’*CIH'II];II |'l-'||ult:<_ doruments |
and ecireumstantinl inferences 1o the
effect that Germuny, Jupan and Mex
ico were fomenting a plan to war on
the United States. Jupan is and has
been an ally of the Entente Allies, but |
it i snid that Japan, through '.\h-xi-!
can mediation, wan to be urged 10|
abundon her allies and join in the aut-|
sack on the United States. Mexico
for her reward was to receive gen-|
eral financial support from Germany, |
reconquer Texas, New Mexico and
‘Arizona—Ilost provinces—and share |
i the victorious peace terms Ger- |
What Japan is|

many contemplates.
10 got for deserting the Allies is not
definitely stated. All of which is very
songatfonnl and makes exciting read-
ing just now, but there is no use 9
any one to worry over these rumors [
Such & mix-up might be to Germeny's
Hking in her presént temper, but Ja-
pan is going to think a long Lime |u--I
fore she deserts her allies to make
war on the United States, and Mexi-
co, torn and rent with internal strife,
is a poor reed for Germany to lean
apon should she unfortunately foree
us into war,

———————————

BE TRULY AMERICAN

A recent press dispateh from Chi-
eago tells of an investigating commit-
tee, which is making inquiries into the
increased cost of living, having dis-
covered n cold storage plant in that
city wherein is now stored 150,000,000
pounds of meat. The investigntors,
heavily clothed to protect themselves
from the intense cold, walked for miles
through this plant, where nothing
could be seen but frozen carcagses of
beef.

This piece of news szems Lo furnish
a solution to the high cost of living.
It means that brokers and commission
men have garnered unto themselves
the surplus foodstulfs of the ecoun-
try, and that they are passing it out
at their own prices, only in such quan-
tities as will uphold the present ex-
cessive cost, or perhaps push it a lit-
tle higher still.

Of all combinations that have here-
tofore come to light in the past his-
tory of thls country, this combination
is certainly the most gigantie and
far-reaching, To thus put a premium
upon the necessities of life, and throw-
ing additional handicaps and hardships
in the pathway of life, must have re-
quired'the ingenuity of the Devil him-
self,

Every two or four years the people
of the United States are handed large
chunks of gaff, intended to show how
the citizenship of this country is en-
joying exceptional blessings in the
way of privileges, which should be
highly prized. One of the most over-
worked gobs of “bull” is the theory of
“protection” which Ameriean work-
men are ssid to enjoy.

Now will the dispensers of this
“eon” avor have the nerve to again at-
tempt to hand out such stuff? We
suppose they will.  But the facts in
the case are thnt Ameries has been
more enormously imposed upon, as s
now being demonstrated in sky-serap-
ing prices of life's necessities, than
has any other country on edrth.

The facts appear to be now final-
1y developing that the American peo-
ple are absolutely without any protec-
tion, insofar as the old-fashioned prin:
ciple of to “live and let live" i con-
cerned. The time now scems to be at

hand when the people should muke|y

their demands known, and to insist on
a hearing. ]

If such a hearing csnnot be ‘had
through the representatives they
elect to reprcsent them, then some
other method should be brought into
use, Talk about the working prople
of the United States enjoying “pro-
tection]” All the so-called “protec-
tion” the people of this country ever
have “enjoyed” was but another spe-
cles of grafl. -

Even now, in the midst of the mos
glaring and gigantie destruetion  of
humanity the world has ever known,
the prices of foodstuffs in the warring
nations is not nearly so high as they
are right here in the grand United
States. The shame of it! If no bet-
ter way can be devised, then the
government should step in and prova
jtself a real protector by fixing the

life’s necessities. The time

| state

Lid

A TIMELY REPORT

A sub-committee of the Missourd
House of Representatives, of which
Representative  Richard  Correll  ie

Jehuirman, made o report to Governor

Tuesday thut throws
some light on the large deficit which
the State hus to meet, It eriticizes the
management of the State Uni\'oruily.
and
robes,

Gardner last

the engraving of watches, an
automobile, nute supplies and  tool
boxes” bought in the lnst two years
by that institution and charged to the
It also explains that part of
the $25,000 deficit at the State Uni-
versity for “traveling expenses" wns
not “money gpent by professors do-

*ing the work” in the Agricultural Ex-

lengion department,

The report recommends that a to-
tal of $90,000 of bills now outstand-
ing sgninst the various State insti-

tutions be refused payment on the
ground that they exceeded the ap-
propriations made by the lust Gene-

vl Assembly, und asks that personal
responsibility be required for eertain
debts ineyrred in excess of appropri-
ation at the instance of those having
charge of these institutions.

In diseussing the report Governor
Gardner is quoted as saying: “There
ix only one way of stopping this bus-
iness of taking State funds at will,

‘und that is to insist on personal re-

spongibllity, If anybody spends State
money in excess of appropriations he
ghould be held accountable. I am not
‘in favor of the State paying such de-
ficiencies."

And he might have gone further and
sald that such nssumption of author-
%ty and misuge of the public funds
‘should be made a penul offense, the
same ax  embezzlement. Embezzle-
ment ix the appropriation of funds ov-
er which one has charge to his own
personal and private use, and what
elee may we enll the purchuse of trav-
cling bugs, the engraving of watches,
the purchase of sutomobiles without
direct suthority of the Legislature to
Ldo 20, some of the things cited by the
committee's report agninst the State
Univorsity ?

A number of unwarrantable uses of
the public money is pointed out, to say
nothing of exceeding appropriution al-
lowances, and s wholesome recommerr

useless or superfluous elerkships. The
business of the State has been too
long conducted in & hap-hazzard and
irresponsible manner, and’ it is time
to eall & halt and get down to com-
mon sense business methods. Gov-
ernor Gardner has made gome good
recommendations and suggested some
good messures to bring this about, Tf
the Legislature can improve on these,
which is doubtful, well and good, but
by all means it should join him and
work in harmony with his purpose to
bring about necessary reforms and
business methods in the econduct of
State affairs,

—_—
—

SUPPRESSING SUPPLY

A Chicago telegram of last Tuesday
says that “officials of the U. 5. De-
partment of Justice and the State's
Attorney’s office, taking the Chicago
‘food census’, have learned that there
are 150,000,000 pounds of meat in lo
cal storage plants.”

One hundred and fifty million
pounds of meats in cold storage in
one city alone—a pound and a half
for every man, woman and child in
the United States! Prices of meat
and all food commodities are regulat-
ed by supply and demand, and when
he country’s supply of meats or of
any other food products is artificially
reduced by withohlding it from the
market, the market price necessarily
goes up and the high cost of living,
which is grinding the faces of the
poor, keeps on climbing.

The cold storage process, which
should be a blessing to mankind, is
thus made s eurse by unscrupulous
and grasping corporations and combi-
nations of ecapital for speculative pur-
poses. It cannot be claimed that this
150,000,000 pounds of meat is thus
held in eold storage bocause there is
no demand for it. It is held there
whet the demand until f
able #re willing 'to pay e itdnt
prices to satisfy their natural crdv-
ing for meat. The cold stornge ren-
ders it imperisheble sb thut the Shy-
locks who hold it run nu risk of los-
ing—they speculnte’ on'a’ certainty

mentions “traveling bags, lap-|

dation is made for the lopping off of {

speculation in foodstuffs are crimes
against humanity. It is only the
grasping greed of mankind in general,
pdch trying to take advantage of his
brother for his own individual gain
—to put himself on easy street if he
has to shove his neighbor back into
the alleys and slume of want—that
stands in the way of making them
xtatutory crimes. But, while the peo-
ple as & whole may be victimized, we
go on paying the successful speculn.
tor the tribute of our respoot and
homage. Succoss, like charity, dov.
ereth a multitude of sins.

—_— e ——————

ASKS "ARMED NEUTRALITY"

President Wilson appeared before
Congrees last Monday and asked for
authority to place the United States
in a state of “armed neotrality” to
restrict the German submarine men-
He asked to be empowerced to
take whatever steps are necessary
—the arming of Amerienn merchant
ships, convoying merchuntmen by
wur vessols, or whatever steps he
may be foreed to take,

The President cited that two Amer-

ace,

jenn vessels had already been sunk,’

and since his address another large
steamer, the Laconin, has ‘been sunk
by a submarine, and two Ameriean
women nre among its victims, He
suid “It would be foolish to deny that
the situation is fraught with the
gravest posaibilities and dangers. No
thoughtful mun can fail to dee that
the necessity for definite action may
gome at any time;" und in view of the
enrly expiration of the present Con-
gress by constitutional limitation—
Murch 4—he wants its authority be-
hind him in any emergency that may
arige. Even were he to eall an extra
weasion of the next Congress, it
would require an unusual length of
time for it to assemble and organige
and be ready to act should nn emer-
gency for immediate action arise.

The President said: *1 am not now
proposing nor contemplating war or
uny steps that need lead to it. 1
merely require that you will accord
me by your own vote and definite be-
stown] the means and the authority to
safeguard in practice the rights of a
great people who are at peace and
who are desirous of exercising nome
but the rights of peace

It is believed that before Congress
adjourns it will grant the President's
request, though there has scemed for
the last few days a disposition to
hold bagk for some reason—some of
the Republicans, because, it is enid,
they want to force the President to
eall an extra session of the next Con-
greas, But this is no time to play
politics, and there ix little doubt that
before Congress ndjourns it will do
what the Presideht has asked of it.

—

WIPE THE SLATE CLEAN
Governor Gardner's proposition that
the State borrow $2,000,000, refund
butstanding accounts, wipe the slate
clean and henceforth run the State on
a common sense businesk basix, will
meet with the approval of all who give
it thoughtful attention. There are now
outstanding mecounts  againit  the
State to the amount that he propofes

'the State shall borrow, It is no time

to stop and parley over how this def-
jcit oceurred—though it is apparently
the result of an endeavor to meet the
additional cost of progressive, con-

d
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|sw a committee was appointed coin-
| posed of Attorney General McAllister
jand Attorneys John F. Lee and Fred
| W, Lehman to investigate the legal
| stutus of the proposition. There is
little doubt that the legal side of the
question will be found to sanction it,
| and then it will be up to the Legisla-
ture to pass the necessary legislation
to refund the debt and make the State
security for the loan.

The proposition is so business-like,
practical und clean, and the advantag-
es to the State are so clear, that the
Legislature cannot afford to turn it
down if the statutes are found to be
in harmony with the plan. Its sue-
cegs, however, would depend upon an-
other important phase of the present
sesmion’s legislation—the adoption of
adequate revenue measures to meel
the State's requirements. It looks
now as if the most important revenue
mensures recommended by Governor
Gardner will be enscted into laws.
The Legislature cannot afford to shut
fta-eyes to the rapid growth of our
State, its increasing obligations to
its public institutions, educational,
eleemosynary and penal, road im-
provement and a forward movement
generally, The State must ‘have ‘the
revenue or “lag superfluoud on the
stage” of progress und practical re-
form,

Was ever a people on the verge of
wnr serener than this mighty Ameri-
can family to which we all belong?

e —————

Ambussador Bernstorfi's declaration

structive and needed legislation p

by the previous General Assembly
with an insdequate revenue. There
mny have been small leakuges here
and there;, as there are in all State
governments, but these have been in-
considerable—the general business has
been honestly conducted, though per-
haps not along approved business
methods, The practical fact to be
faced 1§, that this indebtedness is a
just claim against the State, must be
paid, and the growing needs of the
State looked after.

The outstanding accounts are draw-
ing rates of interest ranging from 7
to 8 per cent. There will not be suffi-
cient revenue to pay them for months
to come, and if the revenue coming in
were used for that purpose there
would be no money in the Treasury to
meet current expenses. To borrow the
money and refund this indebtedness,
the rate of interest can be reduced al-
most one-half, and about $75,000 a
year saved to the State in that itém.
If the Governor's revenue measures
are adopted by the Legislature, it is
believed the revenue derived from
them will be sufficient to pay off the
indebtedness and meet all the other
expenses of government and proposed
réforms, but this revenue will not be

available for more than a year. This|

would work an inconvenience not to
say hardship on the State’s creditors,
and the high rates of interest would be
eating into the revenue at a ravenous
rate.

I Last Saturday the Governor wad-
Jhund the bankers of St. Louis on
proposition of a r
. there was a generdl sentiment

them favoring the plan. - They

foan, and found

of the Iron Cross will not jingle so
loudly around the world as the tin
eun which Uncle Sam tied to him.

—_—

: TOMORROW

He was going to be all that a mortal
should be
Tomorrow.
No one should be kinder or
than he
Tamorrow. .
A friend who wag (roubled and wenry

he knew,
Who'd be glad of a lift and who need-

ed it, too;
On him he would eall and gce what he
could do ke ol

Tomarrow, & LYy

braver

Each morning he stacked up the let-
ters he'd write
Tomorrow.
And thought of the folks he'd fill with
delight ‘
Tomorrow.
It was too bad, indeed, he was busy

today,
And hadn’'t a minute to stop on his

way;
Mnreytime he would have to give
others, he'd say, '
Tomorrow.

The greatest of workers this man
would have been

Tamorrow.
The world would have known him had
he ever seen . !

Tomorrow. g
But the fact is he died and he faded

from view,” 1 %
And all that he left here whah livin
was through

Was a mmm%uin of things he intended
to do

Tomorrow. : i
in Kansas Citv_Star.
——— i | L 3

—Fdgar Guest

e |
a el  pEaale

| tain of the legality of the trangaction,

Circuit Court |

Disposition made of cases taken up,

tried or continued since report in last
issue of The Times:

State Cases,

Irvin AuBuchon, carnal knowledge;

trial by jury, and after delibarntf::

more than ten hours the jury could not

agrec and were therefore discharged,
By leave of court an umcndudq

mation was filed,

nforr,

Carter Ashlock, illegal sale’of in'"
wad taken ' Frank Richardson vs. Louisa Rich-
*ardeon: motion to strike out taken up
rand larcenpi piifhy court and sustained;

toxicants; motion to quash
up by the court und overruled.
George Black,
of guilty, and punishment as
two years' imprisonment in the.egeni-
tentiary. Duly sentenced Feb, 26,
John Cook, illegal sale 'of intoxi-
cants; continued on mpplication of
defendant and ut his cost,

James Cook snd James Roux, illes |

gal sale of intoxicants; motion to
quush overruled by the court; cause
continued on applieation of defend-
ants and ut their cost.

George Gann, robbery; continved on
application of the State.

m Larue, illegal sale of intoxi-
cants; continued on application of
State,

Jog Martin, assault with intent to
kill; continued by agreement.

Gen.dhi.:;ﬁiure, illegu! nale of cigar-
ettes; isged z tate on payment
of costh by defe B
‘James Roux, illegal sale of intox-
jeants, continued on application of de-
fendant and at his cost.

Andro Terak. illegal sale; dis-
missed by State on payment of costs
by defendant.

Vernon Willette, illegal sale; dis-
missed by State at cost of defendant,

Wm. Whaley, aesault with intent to
kill; continued by sgreement to May

term,

Rof Williams, assault with intent
to kill; continued by agreement to
May term.

James Thornton, illegal sale of in-
toxicants, plx of guilty and punish-
ment agsessed and $300; upon pay-
ment of costa fine stayeé upon good
behavior,

Felix 0. Poston, embezzlement; dis-

misged by State on payment of costs
by defendant,
J. E. Wright, assault with intent

to rape; continoed on application of

State.
John Welborn, carnal knowl 3
continued by agreement of counsel.
Wm, anfnn. murder; plea of guilty
entered; Prosecuting Attorney recom-
mended life sentence as punishment,
and court so assessed and defendans

was duly sentenced Feb

ruary 26,

G:;.laatlcy nn]d Clm-u:uuf 'u& E, Smi
grand larceny; plea Ly en
us to both de’fmdunts and punishment
aspessed at two years in paniten-
tiary for each defendant. They were
duly sentenced February 26th, sen-
tence of Smith to begin at time when
?;l awu committed te jail, Dec. 20,

F. S. Pair, illegal sale of intoxi-
cants; continued on application of
Btate.

J. E. Edwnrds, apepal from J. P.;
continued by agreement of attol 8,

C. F. Postlewait, appeal from J, P.;
m?‘t‘inaed by : ;::3 u&:tmsm;n.

anchek, ol md. P,

dlamissed by the Stute: o

Mark McCutcheon, grand larceny;
plea of xum':,tz@mblnmt assessed at
two years in thé penitentiary and de-
fendant duly sentenced.

A number of cases of illegnl sale of
intoxieants are set for March 19th:
and among them five informa-
tJim st til:m-li‘!'lssliﬂl'. fq'urm .ﬁh?.
on Nowns, thres agminst Wm, Mon
gomery, and two against John Wilk-

Fon; one against Joe Downs and
Eﬁmmm tion of per-

Iron county; trial by jury and verdict
for defendants.

MeCurthy Lumber Co, vs. Lee F.
Kinder et al,, mechanics lien; contin-
ued to May term; defendants grant-
ed leave to plead on or before May 1st,
?Rdh cause set down for trial on May

th.

Bessie Rickard ve, Hugh Campbell;
{'udgmem entered in favor of plaintiff
by agreement for $260 and costs,

_J. W. Highley vs. John MeBrien et

.a]., note; application for chinge of

venue filed and application granted;
auge sent to Potosi, Washington
ounty, Clrenit Court.

exceptions
it noted, and cause ordered dismissed.
John Kollmeyer vs. Joseph Wil-

linms et dl., note; application for
chunge of venue grin
agreement of counsel Edward A, Ro-
zier is to try the case,

F. L. Stevens ve. Louiz J. Casey,
note; judgment by defauit for $78.54,

ENGROSSED BILLS

The following bills passed to en-
grossment in the Legislature last
week: :

In the Senate—Authorizing County
Courts to appropriate monev to loeal
organisations holding farmers' insti-
tutes and short course studies; o‘pm-
viding for the establishment a
pﬁ]lc u{ﬂu eo;lni::ninlon to control
and regulate pu ice corpora-
tions, persons and bll.e utilities; pro-
\ridinsl for establishment of special
road distriets in counties having town-
ship organization and providing for as-
sessment of benefits; prohibiting cap-
turing or killing of quail for a period
of 10 years; requiring domestic and
foreign corporations to pay an annusl
franchise tax; creating a State bu-
reau of dairying; prohibiting rail-
roads from collecting char on uf-
delivered freight; creating the Missou-
ri stallion and jack mf'futnuon and
education board; establishing a bu-
renu of marketing under the direction
of State Bonrd of Agriculture; sub-
mitting a constitutionnl amendment
for a tax of 10 cents on the $100 valu-
ution for publie rosds; prescribing that
none but attorneys shall be eligible to
serve as probate judges; providing for
regulations of sales of pistols; sub-
mitting an amendment to the econsti-
tution declaring that prohibition shall
be in effect in the Sute after Novem-
ber 1, 1919; providing that notes shall
(be listed with assessors and stamped.

In the House—ereating and
lishing a public service commission to
regulate and control public  service
corporations, persons and public util-
ities; empowering the State Board of
Education with the powers to .« dis-
charge the functions and duties of-a
State text book commission; id-
ing for the imposition and collection
of a State tax on soft drinks; provid-
ing that county clerks shall let print-
m%’iqf ballots to lowest bidder; re-
quiring that all em uz:s must  be
paid immediately upon being discharg-
ed; changing the compensation of as-
sesgors; providing for an inhéritance
tax; :.oai;trin domestic and fersign
corpo ns 5nhc business in  this
State to pay an annual franchise tax.

=i

might; and in that faith let us dare
to do our duty as we understand it."—
Abraham Lincoin.

From present indications, all those
who have been rampant for war will
perhaps soon have an opportunity teo
enlist. The “jingoes” are largely re-
sponkible for the erisis which now ap-

, And by™

“Let us have faith-that right makes

pears to be at hand. No true Amer-
ican will hesitate to go to the front




